
THE 24 ELDERS 
Revelation 4:4-8 

 The number twenty-four occurs six times in the 
Old Testament.  
 In every case, it is associated with the priests 

of Israel. 
 But this is not the Old Testament 
 On one occasion, the entire nation of Israel 

was represented by twenty-four special 
priests. 
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1. WHO ARE THESE GUYS ? 
THREE DEFINING FACTORS: 
1. This takes place after the rapture of the church and before 

the tribulation. 
2. These elders are dressed in white—As in REVELATION 3:5, 

in heaven we will all be clothed in white representing the 
righteousness of Christ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 

3. They will stand in for all of the overcomers in all of church 
history. They will wear golden crowns REVELATION 2:10 —
rewards for our earthly deeds. –STEPHANOS- NOT 
DIADEMA –Victors not Kingly Crowns 

2 



2. THE THRONES 
THESE THRONES ARE RELATED TO DANIEL’S PROPHECY –
Dan. 7:9  
 When Daniel saw the thrones put in place (not “cast 

down” as the King James Version ---incorrectly states---) 
they were empty; because there were no church elders in 
hHeaven 

 but when John sees them, they had been filled—with 
elders 

 Thus elders were figures of authority and spiritual 
maturity  
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3. WHO ARE THESE SPECIFIC 24 ELDERS?  
They continually cast their crowns down before the 
throne showing their total submission to God 
--Rev 4.10 
 They are clothed with white clothing emphasizing 

their purity and righteousness.  
 The crowns of gold on their heads represent their 

royal authority given by and yet under God.  
 They represent the Saints of the Church Age and 

the Saints of the Old Testament before God—The 
fruit of the 12 Tribes and the 12 Apostles 
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4. STORM WARNING!- Rev 4:5 
Similar descriptions are regularly used in Scripture-----
WHEN GOD IS ABOUT TO ACT... 
1. They occurred when God first made His covenant 

with Israel, the Ten Commandments— 
Exodus 19:16, 20:18 

2. Here in Revelation as God acts in history-- 
Revelation 8:5, 11:19, 16:18  

3. Showing the exclusiveness and untouchable 
Nature of God-- Hebrews 12:18-21 
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5. LAMPS AND A SEA v. 5-6  
A picture of a Heavenly Sanctuary 
 The seven lamps symbolize the Holy Spirit of God -- 

Rev. 1:4, Ezek. 1:13, Isaiah 11:1-2 
 In the O.T. There was a large bronze sea of over 

16,000 gallons capacity mounted on twelve bronze 
oxen, and was for the priests to wash in  
2 Chronicles 4:6 

 Here it is replaced by crystal-like glass, which is a 
symbol of un-earthliness, holiness and purity 
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6. THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES v. 6-8 

This is clearly a combination of the living creatures 
(cherubim) in Ezekiel 1 and 10 with the seraphim 
in Isaiah 6.  
 Full of eyes before and behind, without and 

within, reflects Ezekiel 1:18 and 10:12  
 The six wings parallel Isaiah 6:2 and the cry of 

‘holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty’ 
parallels the cry in Isaiah 6:3 

 THEY ARE CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM.  
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7. WHY FOUR CREATURES ? 
FOUR IS THE NUMBER OF THE ENTIRE EARTH. 
 It was the number of empires that led up to the end time 

in Daniel 2 
 The number of ‘world’ empires of history in Daniel 7 
 It is the number of chariots that represent the four spirits 

of Heaven Zechariah 6:1-8 
 It is the number of horsemen of the Apocalypse Rev. 6:1-4  
 There are four ‘corners’ of the earth/Ordinal directions –

Rev. 7:1, 20:8 
 Four winds from the four quarters of Heaven  

-Jeremiah 49:36, Ezekiel 37:9, Daniel 7:2 
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CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM  
THE GAURDIANS 

Their responsibility is protecting creation from 
permanent control by fallen man, and for the 
preservation of God’s holy purposes. 
 They first appear to guard the way to the tree of 

life after the fall of man -Genesis 3:24 
 Apart from the Lamb who is in the midst of the 

throne they are the nearest to the One who sits on 
the throne 

 NO WONDER THEY CRY HOLY, HOLY, HOLY-- 
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